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Mr. Speaker,  

 I rise to give the first in a series of 

communications to Parliament in the 

aftermath of Hurricane Dorian.   

    

 Next week I will report on a number of 

other critical matters related to hurricane 

recovery and reconstruction.   

 

Mr. Speaker, 
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 It was a month yesterday that Hurricane 

Dorian struck The Bahamas, devastating 

Abaco and Grand Bahama. 

 

 The official number of dead is 60.  There 

are still approximately 600 people missing. 

 May we bow our heads for a moment to 

remember those who have lost their lives. 

 

Mr. Speaker:   

 As we celebrate the 290th anniversary of 

our parliamentary heritage, it is my privilege 
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to rise in the People’s House to thank the 

scores of Bahamians and residents of 

goodwill, who have joined hands and hearts 

to help their brothers and sisters on Abaco 

and Grand Bahama. 

 

 A friend sent me a photograph of the 

Bahamian flag flying overseas, on top of a 

building, all the way in Sweden. 

 

It is one of many displays of solidarity 

with The Bahamas in our time of need. 
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 May we at home, demonstrate this same 

spirit of solidarity as we respond to one of the 

greatest challenges in our nation’s history. 

 

Mr. Speaker, 

I wish to advise the House that I will 

return to Abaco this afternoon to meet with 

more residents affected by Hurricane 

Dorian. 

I will meet with recovery and 

reconstruction officials and will remain 

overnight on Abaco. 



6 
 

I will also be there to once again thank 

those on the ground who are working day 

and night to assist with recovery and 

reconstruction. 

 

On the weekend, I will be in East End, 

Grand Bahama, to meet with residents, and 

local and international officials working on 

recovery and reconstruction efforts. 

   

The Grand Bahama Power Company has 

to date energized 15,500 customers.  
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A team headed by Grand Bahama 

Coordinator Senator Kay Forbes-Smith, was 

in East Grand Bahama on Monday reviewing 

the progress on the clean-up efforts. 

 

Mr. Speaker, 

 Many Bahamians and residents on 

Grand Bahama and Abaco remain 

devastated and traumatized. 

 There is still a vast amount of work to do 

to help those struggling to recover and to 

rebuild their lives. 
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Their needs are our overwhelming 

priority. 

 

 Let me once again thank the many 

first responders and others on the ground 

who are helping with recovery efforts. 

 

 I thank the many public officers and 

members of our uniformed branches who 

are working tirelessly to bring help and 

healing to those in need. 
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 I thank the many volunteers and 

individuals who are helping in the aftermath 

of this unprecedented crisis. 

 

 In times of crises, generosity and 

kindness help to heal others and to provide 

hope, especially for those broken in spirit. 

 

Mr. Speaker, 

 When I was in New York last week to 

address the United Nations General 

Assembly on the impact of Hurricane Dorian 
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and the effect of the global climate 

emergency on The Bahamas, I met the 

President of Micronesia. 

 

 Most Bahamians have never heard of 

Micronesia, a small country in the Pacific, 

half way around the world from The 

Bahamas. 

 

 But despite being on the other side of the 

world, the Government and people of 

Micronesia heard the cries of the people in 
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The Bahamas devastated by Hurricane 

Dorian. 

 

 So did schoolchildren from The Gambia 

in Africa, who sang in support of us and 

expressed their solidarity and love. 

 

 Micronesia has a population of 

approximately 100,000 people. 

 The GDP of Micronesia is approximately 

$335 million dollars. 
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 The GDP of The Bahamas is 

approximately $12 billion dollars. 

 Yet, Micronesia generously gave us 

$100,000 to aid in our recovery. 

 

  Dominica has also pledged $100,000. 

The Prime Minister of Dominica was the 

first foreign leader on the phone pledging his 

country’s support even as they are still 

rebuilding their country after the devastation 

of Hurricane Irma. 
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 These are examples to us all, including 

those of us in this House, who pray to the 

same God. 

 

Mr. Speaker, 

 I wish to apprise the House of the 

recovery efforts. 

 

The Department of Social Services 

reports as of September 30th that there are:  

• nine shelters on New Providence with a 

total of 1,566 residents and 
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• two shelters on Grand Bahamas with a 

total of 52 residents. 

 

 There are a total of 1,618 individuals in 

shelters. 

There are 3,481 evacuees registered 

with the Department of Social Services. 

 

Mr. Speaker, 

As regards access to fresh water as of 

September 25th:   
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 GRAND BAHAMA 

  75% Piped water 

  25% Partner Provided 

 

 ABACO 

  10% Piped water 

  90% Partner provided 

 

The breakdown of hospital and clinics as of 

September 25th, are as follows: 
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 GRAND BAHAMA 

  1 Hospital Limited Capacity 

  1 Field Hospital Operational (Run by  

  Samaritan’s Purse) 

  4 of 11 clinics operational 

  6 of 11 clinics non-operational 

  1 temporary clinic opened 

 ABACO 

  1 Hospital operational 

  6 of 9 clinics operational 

  1 of 9 clinics limited capacity 

  2 of 9 clinics non-operational 
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 We have met with the Director-General of 

the World Health Organization (WHO), to 

discuss how the organization can increase 

its assistance with reconstruction and 

recovery efforts in Abaco and Grand 

Bahama. 

 I wish to note the following in terms of 

telecommunications: 

 GRAND BAHAMA 

  41% BTC Coverage restored 

  95% Aliv Coverage restored 
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 ABACO 

  18% BTC Coverage restored 

  100% Aliv Coverage restored 

   

 OUTER CAYS 

  BTC Coverage restoration (2 cays  

  restored) 

  Aliv coverage restoration (95%   

  restored) 

 

I note the following in terms of seaports: 
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 GRAND BAHAMA 

  3 seaports operational 

 

 ABACO 

  3 of 3 operational  

  4 of 4 marinas/docks operational 

 

In terms of airports:  

 GRAND BAHAMA 

  1 operational 

  1 non-operational 

  1 limited capacity 
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There is no radar at Grand Bahama 

International Airport.  

Only air traffic control tower and advisory 

services available.  

 

 ABACO  

  4 Operational 

  3 Limited Capacity 

 

Mr. Speaker, 

 According to the latest information 

received from Grand Bahama: 
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 The commercial banks are up and 

functioning at reduced hours. 

 

  Hardware stores such as Kelly’s 

Hardware and Dolly Madison have reopened 

their doors.   

 

The Rand Memorial Hospital has full 

power. 

The Eight Mile Rock and West End 

clinics in West Grand Bahama are open and 

services restored.  
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The Samaritan’s Purse Field Hospital is 

currently offering services in the settlement 

of High Rock and the Rand Memorial 

Hospital, Freeport.  

 

The Grand Bahama Utility Company has 

restored water throughout the city of 

Freeport and extending to the West End 

community.   

They are actively engaged with the 

restoration of water supply to residents east 

of the Casuarina bridge.   
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However, there are challenges due to the 

lack of electricity supply because of the 

number of downed poles in the eastern 

section of the island.   

 

Teams are currently working in High 

Rock and surrounding communities carrying 

out assessments and every effort is being 

made to restore water to those areas in the 

shortest possible time.   
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Mr. Speaker, 

 I wish to provide the following update on 

the progress made by BPL on Abaco.   

 

Power has been fully restored to all areas 

in South Abaco.   

 

However, due to the size of the available 

unit, BPL is unable to service all of the 

communities at the same time. 
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Accordingly, a load shedding schedule 

has been developed and is in force until 

another unit is sourced.  

   

Work has started on the transmission line 

from Wilson City to Marsh Harbour with the 

intent of providing power to critical services 

such as the Government Complex, Clinic, 

Airport and Water Company.   

Once the infrastructure is rebuilt, 

generation is readily available to power-up 

these critical services.  
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 BPL is awaiting the supply of materials 

from Florida to begin restoration from 

Coopers Town to Crown Haven.   

 

Once restored, generation will be 

supplied to power-up the northern 

communities.   

 

Work has commenced on restoring the 

grid in Grand Cay.  

Teams are on the ground to complete the 

needed repairs. 
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Further updates on other areas will be 

given as soon as they are available. 

 

A comprehensive technical assessment 

post-landfall revealed significant damage to 

all of the Water and Sewerage Corporation’s 

water pumping stations and infrastructure on 

the Abaco mainland.    

 

Sandy Point, Crossing Rocks, 

Casuarinas, Marsh Harbour, Treasure Cay, 

Black Wood, Cedar Harbor and various 
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surrounding cays namely – Green Turtle 

Cay, Grand Cay, Moore’s Island and 

Sweetings Cay – were all adversely affected.    

 

As of Monday, 30 September the 

following areas are on-line (total of 439 

customers):  

 Sandy Point – On-line with BPL 

supply 

 Casuarinas – On-line with BPL supply 

 Crossing Rocks – On-line with PBL 

supply 
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 Cherokee Sound – On-line 

 

 

Partially On-line areas: 

 Cedar Harbour 

 Moores Island 

 

Marsh Harbour, Treasure Cay, 

Blackwood, Green Turtle Cay, Grand Cay 

and Sweetings Cay remain off-line.  
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The Moores Island Reverse Osmosis 

Plant is operational and water is now being 

distributed to customers.  

 

Well water was restored to the Marsh 

Harbour International Airport.  

 

The Casuarinas well field is now 

connected to BPL so the system is now in 

normal operation.   
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The Water and Sewerage Corporation 

continues to conduct water quality testing on 

Abaco and the Abaco Cays.  

 

Samples have been tested at both New 

Providence Water Quality Laboratory and an 

international independent lab. 

Results are expected shortly. 

 

Mr. Speaker,  

The Ministry of Finance is overseeing a 

comprehensive economic and social impact 
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assessment being conducted by a team of 

local and international technical experts.  

 

This assessment will paint a picture of 

the economic activity that was adversely 

affected by Hurricane Dorian.  

 

Through this process, we are factoring in 

all of the businesses that were damaged and 

can no longer generate economic activity, 

whether in the medium- or long-term.  
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We are factoring in all of the critical 

infrastructure that has to be rebuilt: roads, 

bridges, seawalls, utility systems, etc. 

 

And of course, we are factoring in the 

cost of temporary and long-term housing and 

other socioeconomic needs.  

 

The assessment will put a dollar value on 

all of the damage, revenue losses and other 

costs to the government and private sectors.  
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The two main partners in this 

comprehensive assessment are the Inter-

American Development Bank (IDB), and the 

Economic Commission for Latin America 

and the Caribbean (ECLAC).  

 

When the work is completed in a number 

of weeks the assessment will establish the 

dollar value of the impact to the country’s 

gross domestic product (GDP).  
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The members of the assessment team 

visited Grand Bahama yesterday, and are 

currently on the ground in Abaco.  

 

After visiting each of the affected islands 

and speaking with local, and national 

authorities, and private sector entities, the 

team will analyze qualitative and quantitative 

data.  

The data will be categorized in the three 

main sectors that sustained widespread and 

generalized damage and destruction.  
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The social sector is broken down into 

health, housing, and education. 

 

The infrastructure consists of 

transportation, power, telecommunications 

and water.  

 

The productive sector is mainly split 

between the tourism and fisheries 

industries.  
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Mr. Speaker,   

In the immediate aftermath of Hurricane 

Dorian, emergency relief and supplies were 

of the utmost urgency for search and rescue 

and saving lives on Abaco and Grand 

Bahama. 

 

What is also urgently needed during the 

ongoing recovery, and reconstruction 

phases is quick access to critical funds by 

the Government of The Bahamas. 
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I wish to update the House on funds 

available for ongoing recovery and 

reconstruction. 

 

Mr. Speaker, 

Earlier this year on April 8th, the 

Government of The Bahamas signed an 

agreement for a $100 million dollar 

contingent loan facility for natural disasters 

with the Inter-American Development Bank. 
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I noted the following during the ceremony 

for the loan signing: 

 

“Recent natural disasters and extreme 

weather conditions around the world and in 

The Bahamas, indicate that the effects of 

global warming are increasing, 

“I note reports completed by the UN-

ECLAC on the impact of Hurricanes, 

Joaquin, Matthew and Irma to The 

Bahamas.   
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The direct damage, losses and additional 

costs were approximately Eight Hundred 

and Twenty Eight Million Dollars …” 

I also stated at the time: 

“We must maximize our ability to recover 

as quickly as possible in order to quickly get 

our communities and the economy back on 

track following catastrophic events.  

“A key part of any readiness plan is to 

have access to resources as quickly as 

possible to speed up response and recovery 

efforts.      
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 “The CCL is a line of credit that is on 

standby in the event that we are hit by a 

hurricane and require additional funds to 

recover.  

“By design and by government policy, 

these funds can only be accessed in 

response to natural disasters.    

“Any prudent government would do what 

we are doing, that is: to have the ability to 

access funding if and when needed.  



42 
 

“This approach is consistent with 

developing an effective financial strategy to 

deal with disaster preparedness.” 

 

Mr. Speaker, 

 It is most fortunate that we put this facility 

in place in April.  

 Unlike past hurricanes, The Bahamas is 

able to quickly draw on this $100 million 

dollar facility because of the foresight of this 

administration.” 
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 I wish to advise the House of the 

preliminary estimates of how these funds will 

be spent. 

 I note that these estimates are subject to 

adjustment and further refinement. 

 The proposed use of the funds are as 

follows.  

 Electricity Restoration - $30 million 

 Water Restoration - $15 million 

 Enhanced Social Welfare Spending - 

$30 million 
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 Debris Removal and Clean-up - $15 

million  

 Reimbursement of Evacuation and 

Shelter Cost - $1 million 

 Unallocated funds - $9 million 

 

Mr. Speaker:    

In November last year the Government 

amended legislation on dormant accounts to 

provide for the use of those funds for a 

Disaster Relief Fund. 
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I wish to remind the House what I said at 

the time on how dormant account funds 

would be used. 

“ … It is not my Government’s intent to 

view [these funds] as a windfall for use in 

meeting normal budgetary operations.  

“As a responsible Government, we are 

proposing that these funds be utilized for 

establishing the proposed Disaster Relief 

Fund that was foreshadowed in the most 

recent budget exercise. 
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“As a country, we are faced with the 

increased incidence and severity of 

hurricanes, which adversely affect fiscal 

sustainability and economic resilience.  

 

I also said during the debate on changes 

to the dormant account legislation regime: 

 “We constantly receive inquiries from 

credit rating agencies, investors in the 

Government’s international bond and 

institutional lenders about definitive 

measures being taken by the Government to 
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mitigate the risks associated with natural 

disasters, which could create havoc on our 

fiscal situation … 

 

I warned during the debate: 

 “Climate change and global warming 

have increased both the frequency and 

ferocity of hurricanes in our region.    

“Unfortunately, what used to be 1 in 100 

year tropical events are now 1 in 10 year 

tropical events.   So for The Bahamas it is 

unfortunately not a matter of “IF” we will be 
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hit by a major storm in the medium term, the 

question is only “WHEN”.    

“Any responsible government must plan 

accordingly and when presented with an 

opportunity such as this, it must resist the 

temptation for short-term measures, and 

instead do the right thing with this windfall, 

and for the right reasons …” 

I also noted during the debate:  

“No matter who sits in the seat of 

governance in the future, this should not 

devolve into some sort of slush fund to be 
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used irresponsibly for narrow political ends; 

at least not without the public being fully 

aware.  

“The proposed use of the funds will also 

redound to the benefit of all Bahamians, as 

we seek to fortify our ability to respond to 

natural events that could destabilize the best 

of economic and fiscal plans.”  

 

Mr. Speaker:  

Once again, it is fortuitous that this 

Administration had the foresight and 
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forward-thinking in deploying these funds for 

disaster recovery and reconstruction.  

 

The dormant account funds are under the 

care of the Central Bank, which has 

recommended that the Government use no 

more than half these funds.   

 

The Ministry of Finance will determine 

and coordinate the disbursement schedule 

with the Central Bank.  
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The dormant account funds total 

approximately $40 million. 

We will utilize $20 million dollars for 

recovery and reconstruction. 

 

Funds will be used as following: 

 $10 million – support for small 

businesses in the Special Economic 

Recovery Zones;   
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 $5 million – support for temporary 

housing accommodations in the affected 

areas; and 

 
 $5 million – support for other 

Hurricane Dorian recovery efforts, to be 

determined.  

 

The Ministry of Finance will also liaise with 

the Minister responsible for Disaster 

Preparedness, Recovery and 

Reconstruction, and obtain his consent in 
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respect to the utilization of the $5 million for 

yet to be determined recovery efforts.   

 

Mr. Speaker:  

Last year May, the Government of The 

Bahamas renegotiated the country’s 

catastrophic risk insurance facility with the 

Caribbean Catastrophic Risk Insurance 

Facility (CCRIF).  

 

The renegotiation divided The Bahamas 

into three distinct zones and structured 
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payouts, to allow for more relevant and fair 

assessment and payouts after an event. 

 

The Bahamas has three tropical cyclone 

policies and three excess rainfall policies 

with CCRIF, each covering a section or zone 

of our archipelago:  North West, South East 

and Central.  

 

The Government received $11,527,151 

from the triggering of its tropical cyclone 

policy and $1,297,002 from its excess 
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rainfall policy for the North West zone, which 

includes Abaco and Grand Bahama.  

  

The Government of The Bahamas has 

received a total of $12.8 million from CCRIF. 

 

It is most fortunate that we restored this 

facility after it was previously cancelled, a 

matter which should be debated on another 

occasion.   

 

Mr. Speaker,  
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NEMA has received a number of 

monetary donations.   

As of the end of the 30th of September, 

2019, NEMA has received monetary 

donations totaling $5,159,007.52 (five 

million, one hundred and fifty-nine thousand 

and seven dollars and fifty-two cents.)  

These funds received do not include 

pledges. 

 

The breakdown in donations is as 

follows:   
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 Corporate: $1,362, 025.02  

 Private: $1,325,388.97  

 Foreign Government: $1,901,250.00 

 NGOs: $345,343.53 

 Intergovernmental: $225,000.00 

 

I note that the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) will 

contribute one million dollars for Hurricane 

Dorian recovery efforts.   
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The UNDP funding will guarantee 

technical assistance in early recovery 

interventions for crucial areas, according to 

the Program.  

 

It will also help promote environmentally 

sustainable resilient infrastructure; develop 

national and local capacities for disaster-risk 

reduction and recovery; and support 

livelihoods and economic recovery of most 

vulnerable communities.  
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Mr. Speaker, 

 On behalf of the Bahamian people I thank 

the following who called to show their 

support for The Bahamas. 

 

 His Royal Highness Prince Charles, 

Head of the Commonwealth 

 US President Donald Trump 

 Prime Minister of Canada, Justin 

Trudeau  

 Dominica Prime Minister, Roosevelt 

Skerrit 
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 Jamaica Prime Minister, Andrew 

Holness 

 St. Lucia Prime Minister, Allen 

Chastanet 

 Former US President, Bill Clinton 

 

 I thank the following leaders who visited 

The Bahamas: 

 Barbados Prime Minister, Mia Mottley 

 St. Lucia Prime Minister, Allen 

Chastanet 
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 Premier of the Cayman Islands, the 

Hon. Alden McLaughlin. 

 Turks and Caicos Premier,  Hon. 

Sharlene Cartwright Robinson 

 CARICOM Secretary General, 

Ambassador Irwin LaRoque 

 UN Secretary General, Antonio 

Guterres 

 United Nations Under-Secretary-

General Mark Lowcock, who is 

responsible for Humanitarian Affairs and 

Emergency Relief.  
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 World Health Organization Director-

General Dr. Tedros Adhanom 

Ghebreyesus 

 
 President of International Red Cross 

and Crescent Society, Dr. Francesco 

Rocca. 

 
 I also thank various senators and 

members of the House of Representatives of 

the United States of America, as well as the 

Governor of Florida and other state and local 

officials. 
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 Mr. Speaker, 

When I spoke at the UN last week, I said 

to nations of the world: 

“Please come and visit one or more of the 

14 other major island in The Bahamas not 

affected by Hurricane Dorian, including 

Nassau on the island of New Providence.” 

 

I told them that: “The revenue from 

tourists visiting The Bahamas will play a vital 

role in reconstructing and rebuilding the 

affected areas.” 
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The 193 member-states applauded as a 

sign of solidarity with The Bahamas.  

 

On the flight home from New York, the 

captain of the aircraft invited me to speak to 

the passengers, who I thanked for coming to 

The Bahamas. 

 

Their applause was a resounding show 

of support for The Bahamas. 
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Today, Senate President Kay Forbes 

Smith, is speaking to the Greater Miami 

Chamber of Commerce on my behalf and on 

behalf the country. 

She noted in her remarks: 

“As we rebuild and reconstruct Grand 

Bahama and Abaco, we will continue our 

program for economic growth and the 

ongoing recovery of The Bahamas. 

“As we enter the reconstruction phase of 

this crisis, friends from around the world 

have asked repeatedly what we need.  
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“For The Bahamas to rebuild Abaco and 

Grand Bahama, there are two ways you can 

directly help: We need your investment 

dollars, and we need you to come and visit. 

‘‘The financial crisis of 2008 and the 

subsequent Great Recession were severe to 

the Caribbean. 

For us the decade after 2008 was a 

period that wavered between recession, 

stagnation and low growth. 
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Our Government’s policies helped 

restore the economy. 

 

We grew by 1.4 percent in 2017, and by 

1.6 percent in 2018. 

We were hopeful for growth at or above 

that level for 2019. 

Dorian now presents obvious challenges 

to our ambition. 

 

…“On September 22, [the government] 

announced that East Grand Bahama, 
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Abaco, and the Abaco Cays will be 

designated as special economic recovery 

zones for an initial period of three years.  

  “This designation will enable these 

communities to benefit from a broad range of 

tax breaks and incentives. 

“As special economic recovery zones, 

new measures will include: duty free 

purchases of designated material; a waiver 

of business license fees and real property 

tax; a value-added tax credit, establishment 

of a $10 million loan guarantee; and equity 
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financing program; extension of the 

provisional business license program and 

the establishment of a business assistance 

One-Stop Shop. 

“We welcome international investors to 

join us in this rebuilding effort.  The scale and 

scope of the destruction is great. As a small 

island developing state we cannot complete 

this journey alone … 

“The Bahamas had a historic year in 

tourism in 2018.  

“6.6 million people visited.  
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“We projected more success this year. 

The Bahamas had expectations of passing 

the seven million-visitor mark. 

“While Dorian’s impact slows possibilities 

for Abaco and parts of Grand Bahama, we 

want you to know that the rest of The 

Bahamas is open for business.”  

 

The President of the Senate ended her 

remarks on our behalf with these words, with 

which I wish to end: 
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“As challenging as these times are, there 

is a resiliency to the Bahamian character that 

means we will overcome.  

“There is a sadness at home for those 

who lost their lives. We will mourn with their 

relatives.  We will honor their memories. 

“But after this period of mourning we will 

rise again.” 

 

Mr. Speaker, 

 There is much work ahead, but we will 

rebuild, we will be made stronger, and we 
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will be made whole again, through the grace 

and guidance of Almighty God. 

  

  I will return to the House next week to 

advise of other critical matters and 

developments. 

 

 I thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

_____ 


